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Amendments to the claims; 

1. (currently amended} A metalliferous electrode material 
at least for secondary elements, wherein the metalliferous 
electrode material includes at least one metal oxide as cata- 
lyst for the hydrogenation or dehydrogenation of the metalli- 
fero u s material, said metal oxide of said catalyst including 
as_j the metal at least one of the group consisting of Sc, Ti, 
V, Cr, Mn, Fe, Co, Ni, Cu, Y f Nb and Mo, the amount of the 
metal oxide in the electrode material being 1 to 10 wt% . 

2. (original) A metalliferous electrode material accord- 
ing to claim l r wherein the metal oxide is a mixed oxide. 

3. (canceled) 

4. (original) A metalliferous electrode material accord- 
ing to claim 1, wherein the .metal has a. nanocrystalline struc- 
ture. 

5- (original) A metalliferous electrode material accord- 
ing to claim 1 , wherein the catalyst has a nano-crystalline 
structure * 

6. (currently amended) A method of producing a metalli- 
ferous electrode material at least for secondary elements said 
metalliferous e 1 e ctrode material including a metal oxide as 
catalyst for the hy dro genation or dehydrogenation of the met- 
alliferous mat e r i al, said metal oxide including as the metal 
at least one of the group consisting of Sc, Ti/ V , Cr, Mn, Fe r 
££' Ni, Cu, Y, Nb and Mo, said method, comprising the steps of 
subjecting the metalliferous electrode material— and a- said. 
catalyst to a mechanical grinding process. 
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(Claim 7 is eliminated.) 

8. (original) A method according to claim 6, wherein the 
metalliferous material is first subjected to said grinding 
process and the catalyst is subsequently added to the grinding 
process. 

9. (original) a method according to claim 6, wherein the 
catalyst is first subjected to the grinding process and the 
metalliferous material is subsequently added to the grinding 
process. 

10. (original) A method according to claim 6, wherein the 
grinding process is performed in a protective inert gas atmos- 
phere. 

11. (original) A method according to claim 10, wherein 
the inert gas is argon, 

12. (original) A method according claim 6, wherein the 
duration of the grinding process is in the range of 1 to 200 
hours , 

13. (currently amended) A method of manufacturing a met- 
alliferous electrode material uoablo — a-s — a-R — cleat rode material 
at least for secondary elements, said metalliferous electrode 
material including a. metal oxide as catalyst for the hydrg- 
g e n a t i o n or dehydrogenation of the metalliferous materia l r> 
said metal oxide including as the metal at least one of the 
g r o ups consisting of Sc, Ti, . V, Cr, Mn, Fe, Co , Ni, Cu, Y, Nb 
and Mo, said method comprising the step of forming said ttfc- 
leaot — &ne metal oxide at least on the surface of said 
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metal iferou s electrode material in situ by contact with oxygen 
from elements of the electrode material or by direct oxygen 
admission. 

14. (original) A method according to claim 13, wherein 
the surface of said electrode material is chemically activated 
before being exposed to the oxygen for forming the oxide. 

15. (original) R method according to claim 13 r wherein 
the surface of the electrode material is mechanically acti- 
vated before it is exposed to the oxygen to form the oxide. 
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